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THE  YDGA-VEDANTA 


Li**-.* 


Propaqates  Yoqa  and  Vedanta  throuqh  reqular  course  of 
Tuition  and  Traininq,  Correspondence,  Publication 
of  texts,  Photoqraphs  and  Yoqa  Movie  Films, 
Yoqa  Museum  and  Propaqanda  Tours 


Sri  Dr.  ©tto  Schneid, 
Baifa.  Isreal. 


P.  O.  Sivanandanag.i 
RISHIKESH 
[Himalayas] 

Dated  1_  Ang  57  W 


Blwssed  Immortal  Atma  S^aroop, 


Salutations  and  adorations.  OH  gamo  larayanaya. 
I  am  so  delighted  to  have  received  thy  very  kind 
letter  of  the  15th  of  July  and  the  nioe  photographs 
of  your  and  your  wife's  work,  They  are  good  and  they 
reveal  much  of  the  inspiration  that  is  behind  such 
work  of  art.  It  is  with  great  rejoicing  that  I  note  ttq 
your  eager  spiritual  aspirations  and  yearning.  The 
Most  Merciful  Lord  has  always  fulfilled  all  such 
sincere  aspirations  of  true  seekers  after  His  Grace. 
May  His  Grace  a^nd  Blessings  ever  abide  with  you  all 
in  abundance  and  may  you  attain  your  Ideal  in  this 
very  birth.  I  shall  always  deem  it  a  great  pleasure 
to  receive  thy  letters  and  to  be  of  any  help  to  you. 
Sufferings  in  life  come  only  as  true  and  sincere 
Calls  from  the  Eternal,  for  an  inward  awakening; 
Sufferings  open  up  the  feeling  hearts  and  lead  them 
to  God-consciousness  and  further  spiritual  awakening. 
This  is  indeed  the  key;  Blessed  verily  are  the  perse- 
cuted, for  they  alone  shall  inherit  the  Lord's  Grace 
and  Lasting  Bliss  in  Him.They  shall  ever  be  protected. 
You  have  done  well  to  dedicate  your  life  to  spiritual 
practised  and  to  leading  the  divine  life.  Fplfilment 
can  be  found  only  in  God.  Your  plans  are  greatly  to 
be  appreciated  and  I  wish  that  you  woula  join  and 
as  now  planned,  study  the  Gospel  of  Divine  Life  and 
Yoga  of  Synthesis  and  then  settle  down  to  work  for  Its 
Great  Realisation  in  actual  life  in  the  world.  I  shall 
always  be  glad  to  help  you  and  asist  you.  You  are 
very  welcome  ti  spend  some  time  here  at  the  Ashram. 
Kindly  plan  and  visit  India. You  will  of  course  much 
benefit  by  the  stay.  I  have  pleasure  in  sending  you  n< 
some  of  the  latest  publications.  Kindly  give  my  best 
wishes  to  Mrs.  Schneid.  May  Lord  bless  you  ever. 
With  regards,  Prom  and  OH, 

Thy  Own  At  man, 
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Derr  and  most  admirable  Sri  Swami  Pivananda  Wnharaj, 

The  <*irst  impressions  of  your  books  and  booklets  as  well  as 
tho-e  of  vour  disciples  Was  so  overwhelming  that  I  come  near  to 
revolutionising  my  whole  life  and  Joining  ^  ^^^^V^ 
even  ohvsiofilly.      However,  a  man  who  always  spires  to  i  rut  a  no  less 
th«n  vou  tour^lt  examines  carefully  not  only  Ideas  ana  te.cmngs, 
but    Iso  S      I  ^d  so  for  some  months  and  in  order  to  obtain 
fun  i^ependanc;  and  clear  up  the  relevant  i^oa  * 

Sselt    I  did  not  continue  ray  elevating  correspondence  with  you 

this  period  of  self-ex-  mination  in  which  I  confronted  your 
teachings  with  my  own  aims. 

Here  are  eome  of  the  results.       Do  you  not  forgive  even 
vour  offenders?"  I  could  never  be  an  offender,  either  a gainst  you  ^ 
!!"nv  I  fpr  Wno,      I  only  cannot  consider  you  a  Saint,  as  oo  your 
nLberle4  Lvoief;.      I  aoV  too,'  if  there  are  any  living  saints 
iHur  ti^e       But  if  there  were  real  saints  they  would  oe  unknown  or 

unvnown.      Jewish  legend  tell  s  "bout  36  saints,  called  only, 
4he  rirtteoua  ones"  ,  living  in  each  generation,  well  concealed  and 
unrecognisable,  benefactors  of  men,  afwajr*  shrinking  from  oeing 
ot^v^eoT    »or  their  ea*e  the  World  exists  and  will  exist  in 
mite  of  the  power  of  Evil  till  the  Redeemer  appears.      If  such  men 

re  in  exigence    in  India  or  elsewhere,  then  they  are  hidden  and 
ooF^etely  selfless.      Nobody  would  celebrate  them,  they  would  not 
!ooeot  tribute  anS  obeisances,  nobody  would  praise  them  thrown  a 
ei°n?  pubUshing  apparatus.      I  believe  that  you  not  only  preach 
ft  ?\bnat^ion  but  h-ve  -lso  attained  a  high  degree  of  it  yourself, 
Sttou*  not  the  highelt.      But  I    lso  believe  that  in  spite  of  your 
72  yeafs  of  iSe  you    re  continuing  self-perfection.      One  day  you 
lay^be    ble  to  throw  away  yo  r  propaganda  institutions  and  retire 
into  complete  solitude,  resignation  and  anonymity  in  order  to  do 
eveaytaing  exclusively  for  its  own  sake  and  to  purify  yourself  of 
the  affects  of  striving  for  glory  ana  considering  ouolic  opinion. 

U*e  f^^/e:?^|^;e^ri^8^I  newest 
&2£(3&3£i  ¥  T  it  ^cruellyX^ 

seated  on  a  tigerlstein.  This  picture  evoked  my  sympathy  not  for  you, 
but  for  the  tiger. 

I  deenly  revere  the  incomparable  genius  of  India.  IMalg 
B  nation  can  sin',  then  India  has  committed  a  heinous  am,  that  of  its 
I  "lU°°t°;      n  inlurv  done  to  many  millions  of  men,  women  and 
ch^drefand  conUnSng'since  pre-historic  ^-^^fe 
Severest  =ot>histry  will  never  sucoeeo  m  justifying  or  Le.=seni.i0. 
TrerHre  lnCttees  and  all  *ind  of  differences  in  ,11  countries, 
including  ttissta  and  Marie  .      But  outside  India  every  child  has 


an  Opportunity  to  choose  his  own  v.  ay  r-nr]  develop    ccording  to  his 
individu-  1  Abilities  :,  at  least  in  'theory,  and  generally  also  in 
feet.      You  know  better  than  I  that  the  unhappy  Shudres  nd 
especially  the  Baries  are  excluded  even  theoretically  from  a  status 
of  hum-n  dignity  ;  nd  from  the  benefits  of  the  Indian  spirit,  since 
studying  the  Scriptures  is  forbidden  to  them.        This  criticism  of 
India's  sacred  social  system  cannot,  of  course,  be  addressed  to  an 
individual,  not  even  such  an  influential  thinker  as  yourself.  But 
how  c-^n  you  say  th  t  these  poorest  of  men  pre  ecnial  to  other  men, 
i.e.  equ  1  to  their  oppressors?    Or  would  you    dmit  an  Untouchable 
as >'a  member  of  your  /.shram?    Could  this  "equality"    be  connected 
with  your  negation  of  logic,  as  defined  by  your  most  competent  disciple 
and  ?riv  te  Secret- ry,   Sri  Swami  Satchidananda  in  his  booklet  , 
" Si va ria  nd  b  tfpa d  e she. mri tarn"  (253)  ? 

If  it  could  be  questioned  whether  or  not  to  reco  nize  logic 
as  e  regulator  of  thought,  I  should  agree  with  you  partly;-    On  the 
highest  step  of  men's  approach  to  truth,  but  only  the  highest,  and  that 
exceptional  moments  of  grace,  the  intuition  of  a  genius  can  reveal  the 
paysteries  or  being.      But  intuition  or  similar  uncontrolled  experiences 
can  never  substitute  for  logic,  at  any  rate  not  in  the  simple$&  questions 
of  human  life,  those  which  require  a  realistic  solution,      Mystic  conquest 
of  the  realm  of  reality  caJBt  only  be  a  darkening  nebula*,  not  g  light, 
We  do  not  rely  on  miracles  to  put  our  bread  into  our  mouths,  we  eat  it 
simply  or  not     t  all.      Burning  social  problems  cannot  be  solved  by  the 
aid  of  mystical  categories  or  by  giving  beautiful  names  to  av/ful  facts, 

I  sincerely  oeg  your  pardon  for  all  this  criticism,  butt  am 
sure  you  feel  that  my  sincerity  towards  you  is  my  sincerity  towards 
myself.      I  neither  bow  nor  make  obeisance,  although  the  death  of 
oriental  reverence  for  divine  or  human  ueings  seems  to  me  highly 
estimable.      It  is  one  of  the  psychological  sources  of  the  great  ideas 
of  Asia.      However,  my  ideal  is  the  friendly  pride  md  noble  modesty 
towards  gods  r  nd  men  of  the  Greeks  as  reflected  in  classical  Lellenie 
Art.       From  tis  point  of  view,  my    elf  examination  le- ds  to  the 
conclusion  that  I  could  never  be  a  devotee,  either  of  yourself  or  of 
my  other  living  oeing.      I  6o  not  believe  th; t  anyone  has  lotus  feet, 
my  realistic  vision  shows  me  th  t  even  vise  men  have  hum-  n  weaknesses. 
As  to  a  Guru,  my  belief  differs  from  both  yours  •■ /nd  th  t  of  Jewish 
tr  dition.      I  do  not  believe  that  a  well  developed  man  should  have  a 
Guru*       I  think  that  a  man  -spiring  to  truth  ought  to  be  entirely 
independent  and  responsible  first  of  all  to  his  own  conscience,  since 
only  this  conscience  c  n  grow  to  the  highest  degree  of  sensitivity  and 
assuredness.        Only  what  you  reach  or  ere  te  yourself,  without 
guidance,  is  in  the  full  sense  your  property.      Only  this  is  you. 

However,  since  even  gre?  t  men  are  part  of  a  -g  tradition,  let 
me  respectfully  analize  the  tradition  d>f  which  you  are  so  prominent  a 
per',  together    ith  your  own  original  share.      On  my  first  reading  of 


your  writings,  I  believed  that  you  pre  -transforming  Hinduism  into  an 
•  11- World  Religion,  but  afterwards  I  saw  that  this  impression  was 
erroneous.      You  maintain  orthodox  Hinduism  without  <  ny  essenti  a 
phanges.      You  nre  an  enlightened  polytheiet,  since  you  consider 
all  the  Gods  and  Goddesses  only  as  different  aspects  of  one  supreme 
toeing  Abich  you  simply  call  God.      But  you  also  retain  all  the 
particiilar  qualities  of  each  divine  personality,  their  numerous  names, 
the  t-  les  about  each  of  them,  their  different  attributes  -nd  forms  of 
worship  with  all  the  sacred  details  fixed  at  very  early  periods  and 
transmitted  from,  generation  to  generation.      In  your  hymns,  however, 
as  well  »s  in  other  modern  Hinduistic  literature,  each  divine 
personality  appears  as  a  cosmic  power.      Moreover,  each  of  the  Gods 
of  your  Pantheon  seems  to  be  in  himself  the,  highest  one.      Many  men 
abroad  can  see  this  faith  in  all  its  powerful  beauty,  they  can  be 
filled  with  enthusiasm  by  the  aesthetics  of  your  faith,  but  only  single 
individuals  will  be  •  ble  to  share  it,  because  this,  your  national 
religion  has  not  been  transformed  into  $  universal  one.      In  some  of 
your  publications  and  in  those  of  your  devotees  the  national 
ch,-mcter  of  your  religion  and  even  its  popular  features  are  outstandin 
It  is  indeed  not  easy  to  reconcile  the  strictly  enjoined  say-tag  or 
singing  of  Mantra  a  as  a  me.- ns  of  getting  a  child  with  the  lofty 
passages  of  your  writings. 

On  the  other  hand,  your  tendency  towarda  religious  universali 
is  cl'  s^ically  realised  in  your  great  tolerance  for  other  religions, 
which  should  be  a  model  for  everybody.      It  is  only  e  pity  that  your 
broad  tolerance  does  not  include  atheists  or  at  least  Agnostics.  In 
the  poem  which  I  sent  you  some  months  ago  and  abihh  you  so  generously 
appreciated,  you  could  feel  my  /a  nosticism,  my  attitude  towards  supreme 
truth  and  reality  which  I  do  net  call  by  any  name  because  I  feel  it 
without  knowing.      Any  nomencl  ture  seems  to  me  to  be  rather  a 
degradation  of  the  Infinite  and  Unoef inable.      Only  righteousness,  love 
and  a;ood  deeds  can  be  its  worship.      Every  other  form  of  v  or  hip  does 
not  seem  to  me  -dequate  to  this  aim,  but  only  to  the  worshipper.  The 
use  of  ready-made  prayers  or  existing  texts  can  never  be  a  means  of 
approaching  the  eternal  Unknown.       Though  aspiring  to  knowledge  of  all 
the  empirically  attainable  world,  I  consider  non-knowledge  of  the 
Supreme  as  nearer  to  perfection  than  all  the  attempts  to  know  it  or  any 
belief  of  having    ttained  this  ultim- te  goal. 

I  m  not  quite  sure  if  you  will;  find  these  expressions  of  my 
conviction  '■orj1hy  of  your  attention,  and  therefore  shall  further  includ 
only  two  other  matters  connected  with  each  other,  th  t  of  man  anfl  famil" 

nd  that  of  Sadnana .      Indirectly,  you    dvise  your  followers  to  leave 
their  f-  milies.      I  do  n?t  think  this  fits  in  with  your  principle  of 
all-embracing  love  or  that  this  gre%  love  should  exclude  one's  nearest 
and  derrest.      Neither  the  abandoned  woman  and  children  nor  the 
bandonina:  husband  and  father  can  ever  be  happy.      Found i  ig  a  family 


me-ns  responsibility.      This  responsibility  is  no  less  holy  than  any 
person  1  i s  ,ir  tion  of  -    spiritual  nature,  which,  moreover, c- n  in 
cer    in  conditions  "become  deplorable  selfishness.      I  would  never  part 
anyone  from  his  family  or  encourage  separation.      as  to  my  own  wife  and 
children,  I  c^n  only  say  that  they  do  not  draw  me  down,  but  re  the r 
elev  te  me.      Many  men  should  educate  their  families  in  the  same  sense 
instead  of  nb^ndoning  them. 

As  to  Sadhana,,  I  believe  I  hpve  a  full  understanding  of  it. 
I  myself  h  ve  been  through  a  period  when,  under  the  influence  of 
Buddhist  sources  I  was  myself  a  Sadhsu      Today,  however,  I  see  this 
elementary  que  tion  differently.      I  do  not  possess  my  eyes  in  order  to 
bLind  myself.      I  was  £iven  senses  not  only  to  restrain  them.  How 
Could  I  believe  in  Oneness  and  condemn  my  body  or  alienate  myself  from 
it?     Why  should  I  stamp  out  what  I  have  in  common  with  all  living 
beings,  how  should  I  exclude  myself  from  the  ^reat  alliance  of  Nature? 
(I  h  ve  told  -bout  this  in  one  of  my  stories  the  English  translation  of 
which  I  could  send  you.)      Yes,  sublimation  is  a  mighty  creative  force 
out  iff  ture  does  not  accept  it  as  xhe  only  way.      Repression  h  messes 
more  energy,  complicates  life  far  more  and  .::ives  the  repressed  much 
more  power  than  moderate  harmony  with  n-ture. 

Let  me  then  sum  up  my  attitude  towards  you.      Though  it 
cannot  Be  thai  of  s  devotee,  it  is  one  of  high  respect  and  deep 
admirption.      If  it    .ere  not  so  I  should  not  w,i  ste  your  precious  time 
and  my  own  on  so  long  a  letter.      Everybody  can  be  mistaken  but  I  have 
told  you  my  conviction,  my  inner  truth. 


Yours  in  all  aincerity, 


